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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is one of two courses that provide the student with in-depth knowledge of advanced nursing practice management of acutely and critically ill young, middle, and older adults from diverse populations. Emphasis is on the utilization of relevant theories, critical thinking, and evidence-based knowledge to formulate differential diagnoses, diagnoses, treatment plans, and optimal outcome parameters for physiologically unstable adults who have complex acute and critical health problems, are technologically dependent, and are at high risk for developing complications.  The focus of this course is complex cardiovascular, pulmonary, hematological, renal, and commonly occurring health care problems in acutely and critically ill adults. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Apply knowledge from health, psychological, and social sciences to formulate management plans for young, middle, and older adults from diverse backgrounds with selected complex acute and critical health care problems.
2. Develop appropriate differential diagnoses and diagnoses based on analysis and interpretation of hypothetical data including history, presenting symptoms, physical findings, and diagnostic information for young, middle, and older adults with selected complex acute and critical health care problems.
3. Formulate treatment plans, with emphasis on safety, cost, invasiveness, and efficacy, for young, middle, and older adults with selected acute and critical health care problems. 

4. Formulate treatment plans based on current scientific rationale, evidence-based and practice guidelines and standards of care. .  

5. Propose parameters to evaluate the effectiveness of management plans in achieving optimal outcomes.
6. Discuss collaborative processes of the interdisciplinary health care team in facilitating the acutely and critically ill client’s progress toward maximum functional health.
7. Critique research related to complex health care problems.
8. Analyze diversity issues related to young, middle, and older adults with selected complex acute and critical health care problems.

9. Discuss client and family issues related to end of life care.

COURSE SCHEDULE


Day


Hours


Time





Weekly               
5.75


Student Option*

Examinations

4 examinations administered via ProctorU on scheduled dates 

only (see course schedule)

*Online lectures and learning experiences     

E-Learning in Canvas is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning in Canvas is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu. There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.

It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning site for announcements and notifications.

Course websites are made available on the Friday before the first day of classes.

CLASS TIME AND PREPARATION

This is a 4 credit hour theory course offered during the summer semester.  The class is scheduled for 5.75 hours per week to compensate for the short 12 week semester (usual length = 16 weeks). As usual, to be successful in the course, it is expected that students spend at least 3 hours weekly preparing for each hour of academic credit, which translates in the summer semester to weekly class/web preparation time of 17.25 hours (including weeks with holidays).    

The student is responsible for accessing the course web page several times per week.  Important announcements and online materials related to the course activities and requirements will be continuously updated.
TOPICAL OUTLINE

A.
Each specific health problem listed below is addressed focusing on hospitalized acutely and critically ill young, middle, and older adults and using the following approach as relevant:


1.   Symptom cluster presentation

2. Objective findings: physical examination, history, diagnostic testing

3. Diagnosis/Differential diagnoses
4.   Therapeutic plan

a.
Evidence-based practice

b.
Standards of care (practice guidelines)

c.
Health promotion and disease prevention, including screening tests

d. 
Safety 

e. 
Cost 

       5.  Acuity scoring system

       6.
Appropriate outcome parameters

       7.  Use of interdisciplinary collaboration and referral

8. Legal and ethical issues

9.   Diversity issues

10. Pharmacotherapeutics

11. Health promotion and prevention of complications

12. Client and family issues related to end of life care

13. Genomics

B.
Specific Health Problems


1. Common Problems in Acute and Critical Care
a. Fever

b. Sepsis

c. Sedation and analgesia

d. Nutrition

2. Cardiovascular Health Problems

a. Myocardial Infarction

b. Emergent Hypertension

c. Heart Failure

d. Pericarditis/Tamponade

e. Interventional devices and therapies

f. Arrhythmia management

3.
Pulmonary Health Problems

a. Complex Community Acquired and Nosocomial Pneumonias
b. Acute Respiratory Failure

c. ARDS

d. Pulmonary vascular disease

e. Mechanical ventilation

f. Inhalation injury

4.
Hematology Health Problems

a. Acquired bleeding disorders

b. Thrombocytopenia and platelet dysfunction

c. Blood components and transfusion therapies

5.
Renal Health Problems

a. Fluid and electrolyte disorders

b. Acid-base abnormalities

c. Acute failure

TEACHING METHODS


Lecture, case studies, audiovisuals, and student projects.
LEARNING ACTIVITIES


Online and class participation, verbal presentations, and written assignments.  
EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION
	ASSIGNMENT/EXAMINATION
	PERCENTAGE

	Examination 1
	20

	Examination 2
	20

	Examination 3
	20

	Examination 4
	20

	Pharmacology Presentation*
	20

	Total
	100



EXAMINATIONS:  

The four (4) objective examinations are remotely electronically proctored by ProctorU.    

PHARMACOLOGY Assignment: 


Guidelines are posted on the Sakai course website under Resources/Course Information 

and Guidelines for Assignments. 
MAKE UP POLICY

Exams

If the student is unable to take an exam on the date of the scheduled exam, the student should contact faculty as soon as they are aware of an unexpected life crisis preventing exam completion. The faculty will work with the individual student to reschedule the exam.  Only extreme life crises (e.g., death or extreme illness in the immediate family) will be considered as excuse for not taking an exam as scheduled.  Evidence of the life crisis (e.g., Healthcare provider written excuse, notice of death) may be required. All exams and the pharmacology presentation must be completed for successful course conclusion.   
Assignments

Students must post completed assignments by the Assignment due date. Deductions of 5 points a day (beginning the day following the deadline) will occur for ALL late assignments.   The faculty must be contacted to evaluate the circumstances for late submission of a particular assignment prior to the due date and will make efforts to accommodate all reasonable requests.
GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 

A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

* 74 is the minimal passing grade

** Students must attain an overall 3.0 GPA to graduate or receive certification from the University of Florida. For more information on grades and grading policies, please refer to University’s grading policies: http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=1219#grades
 

TEXTS
Required: 
Marino, P. (2014).  The ICU Book (4th ed.).  New York: Lippincott, William & Wilkins. 
Vincent, J., Abraham, J. E., Moore, F.A., Kochanek, P.M., & Fink, M.P., (2011). Textbook of Critical 

Care (6th ed). Philadelphia: Elsevier-Saunders. 
Optional: 
Burns, S. (Ed). (2014). AACN Essentials of Critical Care Nursing, (3rd ed.). USA: McGraw-Hill. 

Grif Alspagh, J. (Ed.). (2006). AACN Core Curriculum for Critical Care Nursing (6th ed.). USA: 
Saunders. (suggested for baseline critical care nursing content as needed). This course is built 
upon and assumes baseline critical care nursing competency. 

WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE 
 NOTE: Narrated and Plain PP Lectures will be available on Canvas Course Website 
With Narrations on VoiceThread (Group NGR 6243 15).
	Date
	Wk
	LECTURES
	PHARM POSTINGS (P) & QUESTIONS (Q)*
	RELATED TEXT CHAPTERS

                     V = Vincent et al.

                      M = Marino  

 

	May 13
	1
 
	· Introduction to Course   rr
· Pharm Presentation Guidelines th
· ACNP Emerging Role  rr
· Oxygen & CO2 Transport  rr
	
	V: 8,44

M: 10, 20-22

	May 20
	2
 
	· Circulatory Physiology  rr
· Acid Base rr 
	
	V: 12,45,47,74,109

M: 9, 31-33

	May 26: Exam 1    (Wks 1-2)                                                                                 

	May 27
	3
 
	· Fluids & Electrolytes rr  

	(P) 1 & 2
	V: 13, 14, 110

M: 35


	June 3
	4
 
	· Acute Kidney Injury  rr

	(Q) 1 & 2

(P) 3 & 4
	V: 108, 114-118

M: 34

	June 10
	5
 
	· Inhalation Injury  th 

· Mechanical Ventilation  th
	 (Q) 3 & 4

(P) 5 & 6
	V: 47-52, 70

M: 25-30

	June 16: Exam 2 (Wks 3, 4, 5 plus Questions 1, 2, 3, & 4) 

	June 17
	6
 
	· Complex Community Acquired &  Nosocomial Pneumonia  th
· Acute Resp. Failure, ALI  & ARDS  th
	(Q) 5 & 6


	V: 66-67

	June29
	7
	· Nutrition  th
· Emergent Hypertension   rr
· Pericarditis/Tamponade  rr
	(P) 7 & 8
	V: 85, 88, 94, 95

M: 47-49

	

	July 8
	8
	· Pulmonary Vascular Disease  rr 

· Myocardial Infarction  rr
	(Q) 7 & 8

(P) 9 & 10
	V: 62-64, 75, 153

M: 97

	July 14 Exam 3 (Wks 6, 7 & 8 plus Pharm. Ques. 5, 6, 7 & 8)

	July 15
	9
	· Acute Heart Failure  rr
	(Q) 9 & 10


	V: 82, 83
M: 13

	July 22
	10
	· Acquired Bleeding Disorders th   

· Thrombocytopenia/Platelet       Dysfunction   th
· Blood Components & Transfusion Therapies  th
	(P) 11 & 12
	V: 19-21, 151

M: 18-19  

	July 29
	   11
	· Fever & Sepsis  rr
	(Q) 11 & 12


	V: 129, 130

M: 14, 43 

	August 4: Exam 4 (Wks 9, 10, & 11 plus Pharm Ques. 9, 10, 11, 12) 


*NOTE: Guidelines for Pharm Postings and Questions can be found on the course website. 
University and College of Nursing Policies:  

Please see the College of Nursing website for a full explanation of each of the following policies - http://nursing.ufl.edu/students/student-policies-and-handbooks/course-policies/.

Attendance

Academic Honesty

UF Grading Policy

Accommodations due to Disability

Religious Holidays

Counseling and Mental Health Services

Student Handbook

Faculty Evaluations

Student Use of Social Media
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