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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides knowledge and skills to improve clinical practice based on measurement and evaluation of the end results of particular nursing care practices and interventions. Emphasis is on the scope and focus of current outcomes research and evaluation projects in health care with regard to applicability to nursing systems. Evidence based decision making is highlighted. Focus is on the significance of outcomes for individuals and aggregates as well as implications for improving nursing systems.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Evaluate selected outcomes research and evaluation projects as a foundation for policy development and clinical practice guidelines.

2. Evaluate the criteria for accepting evidence of best practice in health care.

COURSE OBJECTIVES (Continued)
3. Evaluate traditional and emerging approaches for measuring outcomes and using outcomes evidence to make clinical decisions and set policy.

4. Evaluate the validity of outcomes evidence used to make clinical decisions and assist in setting policy.

5. Construct an outcome management plan for a selected clinical issue, encompassing a problem statement, methodological framework, and plans for outcome measurement, data management and evaluation.  
COURSE SCHEDULE

Section

Day

Time

Room


8015

Web-based
NA

NA
E-Learning in Sakai is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning in Sakai is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu. There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.

It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning site for announcements and notifications.

Course websites are generally made available on the Friday before the first day of classes.

ATTENDANCE 

Students are expected to be present for all classes, other learning experiences and examinations.  Students who have extraordinary circumstances preventing attendance should explain these circumstances to the course instructor prior to the scheduled class as soon as possible. Instructors will make an effort to accommodate reasonable requests.  A grade penalty may be assigned for late assignments or make-up exams.  

ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 

Each semester, students are responsible for requesting a memorandum from the Disability Resource Center (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/index.php/drc/) to notify faculty of their requested individual accommodations.   This should be done at the start of the semester.  

COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Students may occasionally have personal issues that arise on the course of pursuing higher education or that may interfere with their academic performance. If you find yourself facing problems affecting your coursework, you are encouraged to talk with an instructor and to seek confidential assistance at the University of Florida Counseling 
and Wellness Center, 352-392-1575, visit their web site for more information: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/. 
STUDENT HANDBOOK

Students are to refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for information about College of Nursing policies, honor code, and professional behavior.  http://nursing.ufl.edu/students/student-policies-and-handbooks/
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

The University of Florida Student Conduct and Honor Code may be found at  http://www.dso.ufl.edu/index.php/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/
Topical Outline

1. Sources of outcome data

2. Measurement of nursing and health outcomes

3. Process of evaluation research

4. Expected outcomes of evaluation research
5. Optimizing confidence in available health outcomes information
6. The process of synthesizing clinical evidence for use in health care decision making
7. Best efficacy evidence verses average effectiveness evidence

8. Value-added outcomes
9. Role of individual preferences related to symptom control, effect on health, convenient therapy, side-effect characteristics, and long-term outcomes
10. Traditional and emerging approaches for measuring outcomes.

TEACHING METHODS

Online lectures and/or videos, web-based modules, presentations, discussion

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Online group discussion and critique, individual papers
EVALUATION


Outcome management plan


50%


Problem/Purpose statement
  (5%)


Evaluation framework
  
  (5%)


Outcome measurement plan
(15%)


Data management plan
(10%)


Submit complete plan

(15%)

Discussions (2)



30%




IRB Human subjects training


10%


Meta-analysis methods assignment

10%

Feedback will be provided within 2-weeks.
MAKE UP POLICY

Makeup assignments are not available. Students may be provided with extensions on a limited basis for submitting required assignments depending on individual circumstances, including illness or death in the family. (Extracurricular activities, vacation and work responsibilities are not acceptable reasons for missing assignment deadlines and points may be deducted for late submissions).
GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 
  
A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

* 74 is the minimal passing grade

For more information on grades and grading policies, please refer to University’s grading policies: http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=907#grades
FACULTY EVALUATION

Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course based on ten criteria.  These evaluations are conducted online at https://evaluations.ufl.edu.  Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times when they are open.  Summary results of these assessments are available to students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu.  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Hickey, J. & Brosnan, C. (2012). Evaluation of health care quality in advanced practice nursing. New York, NY: Springer Publishing

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS (continued):

Kane, R. & Radosevich, D. (2010). Conducting health outcomes research. Sudbury, MA: Jones and Bartlett.

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS
Kleinpell, R. (2013). Outcome assessment in advanced practice nursing: Third edition. New York, NY: Springer.
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE

	DATE
	TOPIC/EVALUATION
	ASSIGNMENTS/READINGS

	Week 1

May 12-18

	Course Overview

Differentiating types of research
· The evaluation research process 
· Efficacy evidence vs average effectiveness
	1. Introductions

2. Required Readings  (see website)

3. Group discussion board assignment Differentiate between the following:

a. Outcomes research

b. Clinical research

c. Research utilization

d. Evidence based practice

e. Quality improvement

f. Quality assurance

See Discussion Board Grading Rubric on website as well as Group to which you are assigned

DUE 5/19 11:00 PM

	Week 2

May 19-25

	Assessing the evidence
· Meta-analysis methods 

· Conceptual models for evaluation
	1. Required readings (see website)

2. Online math assignment (see website)

DUE 5/26 at 11:00 pm.

	Week 3

May 26-June 1

	Using data to develop a problem statement and purpose
· Epidemiological evidence of the problem and its impact

· National

· Community

· Local

· Hospital/unit/practice
	1. Required readings (see website)

2. Written assignment: Problem statement. Background of the problem and evaluation purpose 
5 page limit 
See instructions on course website.

DUE 6/2 at 11:00 PM

	Week 4

June 2-8
	The IRB process



	1. Visit http://irb.ufl.edu/education/trainreq.htm and complete the required activities. Send a copy of the certificate(s) to Dr Gannon 

2. Download IRB application forms from IRB01, 02 and 03 and review. (If you are taking project credit hours this semester, you are advised to consult your project chair and complete the relevant form).
Certificates DUE 6/8 11:00 PM


	DATE
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENTS/READINGS/ EVALUATION

	Week 5
June 9-15
	Finding solutions to clinical problems

· The process of synthesizing clinical evidence for use in health care decision making
	1. Required readings (see website)

2. Written assignment: Describe the perspective of your evaluation study and a conceptual model to frame the evaluation. Identify at least 3 evaluation questions
DUE  6/23 11:00 PM

	Week 6

June 16-22
	Outcome measurement

· Differentiating outcomes

· Measuring the impact of care

· Value added outcomes of advanced practice

· Cost analyses
	1. Required readings (see website)

	Week 7

June 23-June 29
	SPRING BREAK

	Weeks 8-9

Jun 30-July 13
	Constructing an outcome measurement plan

· Outcome measurement frameworks

· Traditional vs emerging outcomes

· Patient oriented outcome features
	1. Required readings (see website)

2. Describe the evaluation design

3. Develop an outcome measurement plan (methods) that includes types of data to collect, its collection time period, personnel responsible for data collection etc.  (See course website for criteria).
DUE 7/13 11:00 PM

	Week 10

July 14-20

	Constructing a data management plan
· Data source/ collection methods/ analyses 
· Reliability and validity
	1. Required readings (see website)

2. Develop a data management component for the outcome management plan (See course website for criteria).
DUE 7/20 11:00 PM

	Week 11

July 21-27
	Outcome evaluation strategies

· Expected outcomes of evaluation research
	1. Required readings (see website)

2. Submit the entire evaluation study plan
DUE 7/27 11:00 PM

	Week 12

July 28-Aug 3
	Peer evaluation 
	1. Discussion Board Assignment 2
In groups of 5-6, students will read each other’s final report and write a critique of 1. See the rubric posted on the course website with criteria to aid the critiques. DUE 8/3 11:00 PM
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