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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides the student the opportunity to gain an advanced understanding of the nature and complexity of clinical and diagnostic reasoning.  Emphasis is placed on the use of informatics, clinical algorithms, clinical guidelines, clinical pathways, and comparative effectiveness research to inform clinical and diagnostic reasoning in varying contexts of decision-making under conditions of uncertainty.  The focus is on analysis and application of clinical and diagnostic reasoning processes within multiple aggregates. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Analyze the impact of context such as access, cost, environment, workforce, and team function on clinical decision-making in advanced nursing practice
2. Synthesize the use of informatics, clinical algorithms, clinical guidelines, clinical pathways, and comparative effectiveness research to inform clinical and diagnostic reasoning in advanced nursing practice. 

3. Examine data sets from aggregates to identify clinical and diagnostic issues and trends affecting individuals.

4. Analyze identified issues and trends to formulate evidence-based approaches for aggregates in selected settings.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Web based Lecture, Discussions and Assignments: This course uses mostly web-based, asynchronous lectures and discussions.  The Weekly sessions begin on Mondays at 8am and end on Monday at midnight.
This is a 3 credit hour theory course. In order to be successful, it is expected that students will need to spend at least 3 hours weekly preparing for each hour of academic credit, which translates to weekly class/web preparation time of 9 hours (including weeks with no classroom meeting due to holidays).    
The student is responsible for accessing the course web page several times per week.  Important announcements and online materials related to the course activities and requirements will be continuously updated.
E-Learning in Sakai is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning in Sakai is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu. There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.
It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning site for announcements and notifications.

Course websites are made available on the Friday before the first day of classes.
ATTENDANCE 
Students may be expected to attend on-campus or synchronous classes periodically. Students are expected to participate in the activities and discussions as listed in the course syllabus and on the course web-site. Timeframes for the posting and receiving of materials are listed in the course materials on the course web-site.  
ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 
Each semester, students are responsible for requesting a memorandum from the Disability Resource Center (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/index.php/drc/) to notify faculty of their requested individual accommodations.   This should be done at the start of the semester.  

COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Students may occasionally have personal issues that arise on the course of pursuing higher education or that may interfere with their academic performance. If you find yourself facing problems affecting your coursework, you are encouraged to talk with an instructor and to seek confidential assistance at the University of Florida Counseling and Wellness Center, 352-392-1575, visit their web site for more information: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/. 
STUDENT HANDBOOK
Students are to refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for information about College of Nursing policies, honor code, class demeanor, and professional behavior.  http://nursing.ufl.edu/students/student-policies-and-handbooks
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

The University of Florida Student Conduct and Honor Code may be found at http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/honorcode.php 
TOPICAL OUTLINE  
1. Clinical Reasoning process.

2. Diagnostic processes related to aggregates.

3. Clinical reasoning approaches among varying healthcare professionals.  

4. Influence of varying environments on clinical and diagnostic reasoning.
5. Utilization of informatics; algorithms, guidelines and pathways in clinical and diagnostic reasoning, for evidence based practice.

6. Application of informatics to data sets.

7. Techniques for formulating evidence based approaches to clinical decision making.
ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 
Each semester, students are responsible for requesting a memorandum from the Disability Resource Center to notify faculty of their requested individual accommodations. This should be done at the start of the semester.  

STUDENT HANDBOOK

Students are to refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for information about College of Nursing policies, honor code, and professional behavior.

TEACHING METHODS

Online lectures, discussions, group projects and live adobe connect classroom time
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Selected readings, online lectures/links, written assignments, adobe connect discussion forums 

1. Live Adobe Connect discussions:  See dates on weekly schedule 

2. Individual Clinical Reasoning Assignment: See guidelines on Sakai website

3. Group Diagnostic Testing Assignment:  See guidelines on Sakai website

4. Group Large Dataset Analysis Assignment:  See guidelines on Sakai website

EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION 

Individual written assignment   

30%

Team Assignments: 

70%

    Team Clinical Project 
35%

    Team Large Dataset analysis
35%
Faculty Feedback 
Written assignments will be graded within twenty one (21) business days of receipt.

MAKE UP POLICY

Students must post completed assignments by the Assignment due date. Deductions of 5 points a day (beginning the day following the deadline) will occur for ALL late assignments.   Please contact Dr. Hartjes or Dr. Gleason prior to a due date if there is an emergency that will prevent you from turning in the assignment by the deadline.  

GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 
  
A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

    

* 74 is the minimal passing grade

For more information on grades and grading policies, please refer to University’s grading policies: http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=907#grades 
FACULTY EVALUATION
Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course based on ten criteria.  These evaluations are conducted online at https://evaluations.ufl.edu.  Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times when they are open.  Summary results of these assessments are available to students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu.  
RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS
Online articles and texts will be posted on course website weekly
Approved:  Academic Affairs Committee: 
02/05; 03/05; 03/13
                   Faculty:                                     
03/05; 03/13

       UF Curriculum Committee:     
02/06; 06/13
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE
Live Online Classes at 8 PM on selected Mondays
	DATE 
	TOPIC
	LECTURER(S)
	ASSIGNMENTS

	UNIT 1: Clinical Reasoning & Methods

	8/25 
	   Introduction to course

Live Online Class, Discussion: Q & A
	Dr. Hartjes

Dr. Gleason
	

	9/2
	Clinical reasoning processes Diagnostic Testing 
	Dr. Hartjes
	DUE: 9/2 Who’s Who Assignment

	9/8

	 Clinical guidelines, algorithms, & pathways

Live Online Class, Discussion: Q & A
	Dr. Gleason
	DUE: 9/15 Names of Clinical Specialty group members

	9/15
	Comparative effectiveness research
	
	

	9/22  
	Live Online Class, Discussion: Q & A
	Dr. Hartjes

Dr. Gleason
	DUE: 9/22 Leader name of Clinical Specialty group members

	UNIT 2: Use of Large Data Sets for Clinical Reasoning

	9/29
	Identifying issues/trends in practice
	Dr. Gleason


	DUE: 9/29 Individual paper: Clinical Diagnostic Reasoning 

	10/6  
	Large data sets 
Live Online Class, Discussion: Q & A
	TBA 
	DUE: 10/6 Group Diagnostic Testing Topic 

	10/13
	Developing PICO-T questions & appropriate EHR queries
	Dr. Hartjes
	DUE: 10/27 Large dataset analysis issue description

	10/20  
	Analysis of data collected from large data sets

Live Online Class, Discussion: Q & A
	Dr. Gleason 
	

	10/27  
	Prep for Team Project  
	Dr. Gleason
	

	11/1
	Practice change initiatives: Putting research into practice


	Dr. Hartjes

Dr. Gleason
	

	Unit 3: Team Project

	11/10 

	Live Online Class, Discussion: Team Project 
	Dr. Hartjes

Dr. Gleason
	DUE: 11/10 Group Diagnostic Testing Paper 

	11/17 
	Team Project Activities
	

	11/24
	
	DUE: 11/24  Large dataset analysis 

	11/26
	Thanksgiving Break Wednesday-Friday

	12/1
	Review and evaluate Team Project Presentations on VoiceThread
	DUE: 12/8 Team presentation & 
Peer evaluations 

	12/8
	Grading week
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