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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides the student with the opportunity to analyze ethical theories, and evaluate the applicability of theories to nursing, health care systems, and health care policies.  Emphasis is on reasoned considerations of contemporary theoretical perspectives in bioethics.  The focus is on theories related to rational systems of bioethical problem solving in a culturally pluralistic society.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Evaluate the conditions of adequacy of ethical theories from which to assess the deficits and strengths of theories.

2. Critique selected contemporary and post-modern ethical theories using methods of moral justification and philosophical reasoning in a culturally pluralistic society.

COURSE OBJECTIVES (continued)

3. Evaluate recurrent ethical issues having relevance for national and international health policy decisions.

4. Evaluate the effects of cultural pluralism on ethical decision making processes regarding wellness and illness.

5. Analyze nursing and health related literature for selected epistemic, metaphysical, and axiological themes related to health and illness.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Section

Day


Time


Room

8428

Tuesday

8:30am-11:30am
G312
E-Learning in Canvas is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning in Canvas is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu. There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.

It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning site for announcements and notifications.

Course websites are generally made available on the Friday before the first day of classes.

ATTENDANCE 

Students are expected to be present for all classes, other learning experiences and examinations.  Students who have extraordinary circumstances preventing attendance should explain these circumstances to the course instructor prior to the scheduled class as soon as possible. Instructors will make an effort to accommodate reasonable requests.  A grade penalty may be assigned for late assignments or make-up exams.   

ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY 

Each semester, students are responsible for requesting a memorandum from the Disability Resource Center (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/index.php/drc/) to notify faculty of their requested individual accommodations.   This should be done at the start of the semester.  

COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Students may occasionally have personal issues that arise on the course of pursuing higher education or that may interfere with their academic performance. If you find yourself facing problems affecting your coursework, you are encouraged to talk with an instructor and to seek confidential assistance at the University of Florida Counseling and Wellness Center, 352-392-1575, visit their web site for more information: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/. 
STUDENT HANDBOOK

Students are to refer to the College of Nursing Student Handbook for information about College of Nursing policies, honor code, and professional behavior.  http://nursing.ufl.edu/students/student-policies-and-handbooks/
STUDENT SOCIAL NETWORKING POLICY

Important information regarding social networking web site policy is available at http://nursing.ufl.edu/files/2011/05/S1.20-Student-Social-Networking-Policy.pdf 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

The University of Florida Student Conduct and Honor Code may be found at  http://www.dso.ufl.edu/index.php/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/
TOPICAL OUTLINE
1. Conditions of theoretical adequacy 

2. Respect for autonomy as related to theoretical value systems in health care

3. Justice and the platonic ideal in modern society 

4.
Responsive interaction and moral principles in a culturally pluralistic society 

5.
Rights-based theories; duty and obligation in health care 

6.
Communitarianism; the community and the individual as moral agents 

7.
Contractarianism; the absence of arbitrary inequalities 

8.
Moral injunctions and the health care professional; theory of virtue 

9.
Rational problem-solving and ethical issues 

TEACHING METHODS 

Lecture, class discussion, written assignments, presentations, and readings.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Participation in discussion; outside readings; papers; presentations
EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION
Written assignments and class participation.

Issues paper 





30%


Memorial paper




30%


Personhood paper




30%


Attendance, Preparation & Participation in class
10%






TOTAL         100%

Feedback on all graded assignments routinely is given within ten [10] working days of the due date.

MAKE UP POLICY
A grade penalty may be assigned for late assignments, as determined by the professor. 
GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 
  
A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

* 74 is the minimal passing grade

For more information on grades and grading policies, please refer to University’s grading policies: http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=907#grades
FACULTY EVALUATION

Students are expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course based on ten criteria.  These evaluations are conducted online at https://evaluations.ufl.edu.  Evaluations are typically open during the last two or three weeks of the semester, but students will be given specific times when they are open.  Summary results of these assessments are available to students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu.  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Beauchamp, T. L., & Childress, J. F. (2012). Principles of biomedical ethics (7th ed.). Oxford: 

University Press.
Skloot, R. (2011). The immortal life of Henrietta Lacks. New York, NY. Random House, Inc.

ISBN (paperback):  978-1-4000-5218-9.

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS

Jonsen, A.R., Siegler, M. & Winslade, W.J. (2010). Clinical ethics. (7th ed). New York: McGraw 


Hill.

Fink, S. (2012). Five days at Memorial. NY: Crown
Shamoo, A., & Resnick, D. (2009). Responsible conduct of research (2nd ed.). Oxford: University 

Press.
All texts are available on Amazon for rent or used.  Costs should be about $60-75.00 in total.

WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE 
	DATE
	TOPIC/EVALUATION
	ASSIGNMENTS/READINGS

	August 26
	Introduction to course; overview

Of course requirements; 
Professional values;
Codes of ethics; conscientious

Objections in practice & research
	Read Beauchamp & Childress, Ch. 1, 2, and 3



	QUERY 1: Is it ethical to put one’s own values in a superior position to the needs of the patient or the rigor of the research study?



	September 2 &

September 9 & 16
	Introduction to ethical models: Rights-based,
Utilitarian, Deontology

Virtue, Feminist, Caring and Communitarianism
Conditions of theoretical adequacy
	Read B & C, Ch. 9 
Student selected readings

	Query 2: Can one’s use of a particular model or theory change one’s approach to an ethical dilemma? How so?


	September 23

and

September 30
	The history of informed consent;

vulnerable groups; clinical equipoise;
	Read B & C, Ch. 3; Shamoo, all chapters.
Consider Harlow’s research in this context; consider military 

exemptions; consider subjects with psychiatric disorders; consider

prisoners; research in other lands; Consider children

	Query 3: What does the literature say about these issues and, when supported, what is the basis for the support?



	October 7 and

October 14
	Bioethical principles from Beauchamp

& Childress (principlism)

Respect for Autonomy, Justice, Beneficence and Nonmaleficence;

Rules: Veracity, fidelity, confidentiality;

Justice as fairness
	Consider paternalism; consider the historical transition from a beneficence model to autonomy model
Consider the history of artificial hearts, liver transplant; consider the justice model and the death penalty.

PAPER DUE (Issues)


	DATE
	TOPIC/EVALUATION
	ASSIGNMENTS/READINGS

	Query 4: What, if any, use may be made of scientific materials produced in an unethical

manner?



	October 21

and  

October 28
	Application of ethical models to 
Dax Cowart

Angela Carder; Nancy Cruzan;
T. Schiavo


Gennarelli’s baboon head experiments, Cruzan
	Read reports of each of these exemplars; discuss the principles embedded in each; in a perfect

ethical world, argue 

outcomes



	November 4 & 18 
	The particulars of research misconduct; Willowbrook
	Read an account of the David

Baltimore case

Read an account of Pernkopf’s atlas

Read B & C, ch 4 & 5

Read S & R, all chapters
PAPER DUE (Skloot)

	November 25 


	Passing On; how many ways to say it

	Consider compassion
Read B & W, Ch. 6


	December 2
	Issues presentations

	Complete faculty evaluation

	December 9
	Discussion of Memorial

	PAPER DUE (Fink)
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