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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides the student with the opportunity to analyze ethical theories, and evaluate the applicability of theories to nursing, health care systems, and health care policies.  Emphasis is on reasoned considerations of contemporary theoretical perspectives in bioethics.  The focus is on theories related to rational systems of bioethical problem solving in a culturally pluralistic society.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Evaluate the conditions of adequacy of ethical theories from which to assess the deficits and strengths of theories.

2. Critique selected contemporary and post-modern ethical theories using methods of moral justification and philosophical reasoning in a culturally pluralistic society.

3. Evaluate recurrent ethical issues having relevance for national and international health policy decisions.

4. Evaluate the effects of cultural pluralism on ethical decision making processes regarding wellness and illness.

5. Analyze nursing and health related literature for selected epistemic, metaphysical, and axiological themes related to health and illness.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Section

Day


Time


Room

2360

Web-based

NA


NA

25EC

Web-based

E-Learning in Canvas is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning in Canvas is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://lss.at.ufl.edu. There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.

It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning site for announcements and notifications.

Course websites are generally made available on the Friday before the first day of classes.

TOPICAL OUTLINE
1. Conditions of theoretical adequacy 
2. Respect for autonomy as related to theoretical value systems in health care
3. Justice and the platonic ideal in modern society 
4.
Responsive interaction and moral principles in a culturally pluralistic society 
5.
Rights-based theories; duty and obligation in health care 
6.
Communitarianism; the community and the individual as moral agents 
7.
Contractarianism; the absence of arbitrary inequalities 
8.
Moral injunctions and the health care professional; theory of virtue 
9.
Rational problem-solving and ethical issues 

TEACHING METHODS 


Online presentations, online discussion, written assignments, presentations, and readings.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES


Discussion forums, case presentations, written papers, interactive dialogue

EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION
Small Group Discussions (5 @ 9 points each)

45%

Theory Quiz





10%

Principles Quiz 





10%

Immersion Paper Outline




  5% 

Immersion Case Presentation



10% 

Immersion Paper





20% 
MAKE UP POLICY


Make-up exams and assignments will only be provided for excused absences. Notification of an excused absence must be provided prior to the due date. Excused absences are illness and a death in the family. Assignments or quizzes missed due to employment or vacation activities are not excused.
GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 
  
A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

  

  * 74 is the minimal passing grade

For more information on grades and grading policies, please refer to University’s grading policies: http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=907#grades

Feedback on all graded assignments will be provided within 14 working days from the due date.

University and College of Nursing Policies:  


Please see the College of Nursing website for a full explanation of each of the following policies - http://nursing.ufl.edu/students/student-policies-and-handbooks/course-policies/.

Attendance

Academic Honesty

UF Grading Policy

Accommodations due to Disability

Religious Holidays

Counseling and Mental Health Services

Student Handbook

Faculty Evaluations

Student Use of Social Media

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
Beauchamp, T.L. & Childress, J.F. (2012).  Principles of biomedical ethics. (7th ed.).  New York: Oxford University Press.

Lo, B. (2013). Resolving ethical dilemmas: A guide for clinicians. (5th Ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
American Psychological Association (2010). Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Edition). Washington, DC.

WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE 
	Week
	DATE
	TOPIC/EVALUATION


	ASSIGNMENTS/

READINGS

See course website for specific details

	MODULE 1: FOUNDATIONS OF ETHICS

	1
	8/24 - 30
	Course Overview

Introduction to Ethics

· Moral Norms

· Normative and non-normative
· Methods of Moral Justification
	Beauchamp Ch 1, 10 

Lo Ch 1

Discussion Paper #1 Due 9/6



	2
	8/31-9/6
	Moral Theories

· Types of moral theories

· Moral status

· Right-based theories
	Beauchamp Ch 3

Lo Ch 2

	3
	9/8-13*
9/7 Labor Day
	Moral Theories (Continued)
· Conditions of Theoretical Adequacy 
	Beauchamp Ch 9

Discussion Paper #2 Due 9/20 

	MODULE 2: MORAL PRINCIPLES

	4
	9/14-20
	Moral Theory Understanding
	Open Book Quiz

9/18   8-9:30 am

	5
	9/21-27


	Morals
· Moral Development 

· Moral Injunctions

· Moral Principles in a Culturally Pluralistic Society
	Beauchamp Ch 2

Discussion Paper #3 Due 10/4 Ethical Pool Issue Due 10/4

Sign up for presentation week

	6
	9/28-10/4
	Formal Axiology: 

· Respect for Autonomy and Justice 

· Communitarianism

· Contractarianism
	Beauchamp Ch 4&7

Lo Ch 3, 4



	7
	10/5-11


	Formal Axiology: 

· Non-maleficence & Beneficence
	Beauchamp Ch 5&6

Lo Ch 8, 9

Ethical Issues Paper Outline Due 10/11

	8
	10/12-18
	Moral Principles Understanding  
	Open Book Quiz

10/16  8-9:30 am



	MODULE 3: ETHICS AND THE CLINICIAN

	9
	10/19-10/25


	Professional-Patient Relationships

Research Ethics


	Beauchamp Ch 8

Lo Ch 5, 23, 24

Reading: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks




	Week
	DATE
	TOPIC/EVALUATION


	ASSIGNMENTS/

READINGS

	MODULE 3: ETHICS AND THE CLINICIAN (Cont.)

	10


	10/26-11/1
	Immersion Experience


	Student-led Ethical Issue Case Discussions on Voicethread

	11
	11/2-8*
*Homecoming 11/6 
	Immersion Experience


	Student-led Ethical Issue Case Discussions on Voicethread 

	12
	11/9-15


	Immersion Experience


	Student-led Ethical Issue Case Discussions on Voicethread

	13-14
	11/16-24


	Immersion Experience


	Student-led Ethical Issue Case Discussions on Voicethread
Ethical Issue Analysis Paper Due 11/24

	14
	11/25-29
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY


	

	15-16
	11/30-12/9

	Clinical Ethics in the News
	Class discussion



	16
	12/9
	Classes End
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